The Native Hawaiian Health Professions Scholarship program's impact on the community of Ko'olau Loa: a program report.
The Native Hawaiian Health Professions Scholarship was established as one component of the Native Hawaiian Health Care Act of 1988, which was later reauthorized as the Native Hawaiian Health Care Improvement Act of 1992. The Scholarship program was designed to develop Native Hawaiian primary health care professionals who would return to work in Native Hawaiian communities. To ensure this, scholarship recipients fulfill their scholarship agreement by working in medically unserved and underserved communities throughout Hawai'i. Since 1991, 121 scholarships have been awarded to Native Hawaiians training in different primary care professions including medicine, dentistry, nursing, midwifery, social work, and public health. Although the service obligation is attached to the scholarship as a means of "paying back," the intent is to provide an opportunity for graduates to establish a sense of social responsibility for the communities most in need. One of the communities benefiting from this program is Ko'olau Loa, a community that spans from Ka'a'awa to Pupukea on Windward O'ahu. Native Hawaiian Health Scholarship recipients, Kehau Santiago, Michele Shimizu, and Stephany Vaioleti live and continue to serve in the very community in which they fulfilled their service obligations. This article focuses on how the Native Hawaiian Health Scholarship Program--in particular, the three scholars--affected Ko'olau Loa.